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TheMeaningofBaptism

Baptism isdefinedasapracticeofthechristianchurch–dippingintowater
completely(immersion)ormoreusuallythepouringofwaterbythepriestontheperson
whoisreceivingbaptism.Thisisasignofwashingawayofsinsandshowsthatthe
personhasbecomeamemberofthechurch,whichmarksthetransitionintoanew
kingdom.

ThePurposeofJesus’Baptism

1.ThepurposeofJesusbaptism istoshowGod’svisiblesignandblessingonJesus.
2.IttoproveJesusuniquestatusastheSonofGod.
3.ItistopreparedJesusforHisearthlyministryandalsomarkedthebeginningofHis
publicministryonearth.

SynopticAccountsoftheBaptism ofJesus

ThestoryofJesus‘baptism isreportedbyallthreesynopticgospelwriterswhichcanbe
foundin(Mathew3:13-17),(mark1:9-11)and(luke3:21-22).

Thegeneraloutlineofthestoryisquitethesamebuttherearesomedifferences
betweenthem.OnlyMathewsaysthatthebaptism wasnotwillingtobaptizeJesus,
sayingthatJesusshouldrather,baptizehim.AccordingtoLuke,Jesuswasprayingafter
Hisbaptism,beforetheHolySpiritcameonHim

Mathew’saccountofJesus’Baptism:WhenJesuswasaboutthirtyyearsofage;He
cameform NazarethtoGalileeinordertobebaptizedbyJohninsidetheJordan.John
wantedtopreventJesuswhenhesaid:‘’Ineedtobebaptizedbyyouanddoyoucometo
me’’.ButJesusansweredthatjohnshouldbaptizeHim inordertofulfillall
righteousness.JohnthereforebaptizedHim,andimmediatelyHecameoutofthewater,
theheavenswereopenedandtheHolySpiritdescendeduponHim likeadovealighting
onHim.Thenavoicecamefrom heavensaying:‘’thisismybelovedson,inwhom Iam
wellpleased’’

ThesignificanceoftheBaptism ofJesus

1.JesusdidnothaveanysinbutHeunderwentbaptism inordertofulfillall
righteousness.
2.JesusallowedHimselftobebaptizedsothatHecouldsetagoodexampleforothers



tofollow.
3.Baptism isimportantbecauseitqualifiesoneforrighteousnessandformembership
ofthechurchofJesusChrist.
4.Baptism isoneofthesacramentsofthechurchcommandedtobepracticedbyJesus
Christ.


